COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Z1 Jidju - Renting Furniture
FRAME 1

Two DLI CM students are looking for furniture. B's wife is
arriving soon.

1] B: WO taitai xiageyu2 14i. My wife is coming next month.
WS zu de gdngylh méiyou jiaju, The apartment I have rented
d&i mii. is'unfurnished, (so) I must

buy some furniture.

Notes:

1. "Time When"(MA). Xiageyu2, "next month," zheéigeyu2, "this
month," and shanggeyu2, "last month" show either a point of time
or a given period of time. It comes before the main verb, and
either before or after the subject.

WS taitai xiageyu2 14i. My wife is coming next month.

Shanggeyue t3 bizdi Shangh¥i. Last month he wasn't in Shang-
hai.

Ta zheéigeyud® zai Shanghii. He is in Shanghai this month.

Verbs of Motion and Direction. L&i, "to come," a verb
of motion and direction, indicates motion towards the speaker.
Lidi is the opposite of another verb of motion and direction: qu,
[1] tO go. L

———————————————————————————— > l4i (motion toward the speaker)
(motion away from the speaker) QU ==l >

Modifying Clause with -de. Here wd 20 de, "I rented," is a
clause (Subject Verb-de) modifying the noun gdngylu, "apartment."

- The result is w8 zU de gdngyl, "the apartment that I rented."

FRAME 2
- 2| a. Zhéijia jizjudian hé&n da. This furniture store is very
Tamen mai de jfajl ydu xInde, large. They have both new
Y& ydu jitde. and used furniture for sale.
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COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

FRAME 2 (Continued)

w

B: Chudng, (wd) mdi xfnde.
zhutzi, ylzi, kéyi m3i jiude.

I want to buy a new bed. As
to tables and chairs, I may
buy used ones.

Notes:

2&3 A Stative Verb Modifying a Noun.

There are three possibi-

lities: (1) without -de; (2) with -de; (3) with -de and the mod-

ified noun understood. Examples:

(1) xIn jidju

(2) h&n xIn de jraju

(3) Nei lidngzhang shu
zhud, xYInde pidnyi,
jitde gul.

Frame

new furniture

very new furniture

Of those two desks, the new
one is inexpensive, and the
used one is expensive.

4 A: NI kan, tamen y& chuzl
jiaju. Sange fdngjian de
jiaju, yige yu2 de zlgidn
cdi wilishiwlikuai; zh&n pidn-

yl.

5 B: C4i wishiwilikuai, bdsuin
gui. DBu ydu xi& shénme
jiaju?

6| A: Y8u kdtingde, fantingde,
hé wdfdngde.

7| B: WO xidng kankan t&men
chuzu de jizju.

8| A: H3o a. NI kan (pointing
at the furniture display)
tZmende chudng, zhudzi,

yIzi dou shi xtnde.

Look, they also rent furni-
ture. The furniture for three
rooms rents for only $55 a
month. It's really inexpen-
sive.

Only fifty five dollars can't
be considered expensive. What]
furniture do they have?

They have living room, dining
room, and bedroom furniture.

I would like to see the fur-
niture they have for rent.

Good. Look! (pointing at

the furniture display) All of
their beds, tables, and chairs
are new.

Notes:

4. Sange fdngijidn de jiZju, "furniture for three rooms."” The

phrase s3nge fdngji&n, "three rooms," is a noun phrase modifier




LESSON 10

serving as a measure.
(jian) or sets (tao).

COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Furniture is usually measured by pieces
Here it is measured by rooms.

Other ex-

amples of noun-phrases serving as measures:

Wikuai gidn de cai.

yinidn de zlqgidn

6 A Noun Modifving Another Noun.

(1) with -de; (2) without -de;

noun: understood.-  Exampless:
(1) ji&jie de zididn

l¥oshi de f&nbl

(2) Zhdnggudé zi
tangshdor

(3) Neitao jiaju shi

kétIngde.
Zheitao jiaju shi
fantingde.

and

Five-dollars' worth of vege-
tables.
Rental for a year

There are three possibilities:
(3) with -de and the modified

older sister's dictionary
the teacher's chalk

Chinese characters

soup spoon

That set of furniture is for

the living room.
This set of furniture is for
the dining room.

When a noun phrase shows possession, as in example (1), the

particle -de is usually used.

When an adjective or noun that

functions attrlbutlvely and when it modifies a noun in a noun
phrase, as in example (2), the particle -de is not used.

8 H3o a,
approval of a proposal.

"good," is a very common reply showing agreement or

FRAME 4

9| B: Women hdi xUyao yige shi-
jidzi hé yizhang shlzhud.

10| A: Shujiazi hé shtUzhud tamen
: dsu ydu. NI yao zU, hdishi
yao mii ne?
11} B: Chudng, zhudzi, yIlzi,
zheéixi®& jiaju wd ddu yao

z0. Shuzhud shangtou hé4i
xXUyao ge d&ng, tamen ydu
ma?’

12| A: Tamen ydu. C4i liukuai-

ban yige.

In addition, we need a book-
shelf and a desk.

They have both bookshelves andl
desks. Do you want to rent
or buy?

I want to rent all these
things: bed, tables, and
chairs. I still need a lamp
on the desk. Do they have
any?

They have. They are only
$6.50 apiece.
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LESSON 10 COMMUNICATIVE EXCHANGES

Notes:

11 Ge, is the short form of yige, "unit.” The same situation
occurs with zh&ige, "this one," nkige, "that one," and n&ige,
"which one," the short forms of zheéi yige, neéi yige and n&i yige
respectively.

FRAME 5
13| B: H3ojile. ShBugidnde zai Excellent. Where is the
nar? cashier?
14| A: Zai gidntou shdu gidn ne. The cashier is now in the
front (part of the store)
collecting money.

Notes:

13 H3ojile, "excellent."” This compliment is an idiomatic ex-
pression. 1In Chinese the suffix -jile, "extremely," follows the
stative verb. Other examples:

h3okanjile extremely pretty/handsome
mafdniile extremely troublesome

Modifying Clause with -de as a Noun. In the second sentence,
No. 13, the noun rén is understood. Thus, shBugidnde, "the one
who collects money," becomes a noun: “the cashier."

14 Qidntou, "front of."™ In Chinese this expression can be used
for either (1) the front part inside a place or (2) in front and
outside of a place. In this lesson, the cashier is still in the
store, but in the front part.
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