Customs Surrounding

Marriage, Birth, and Death:

Unit 3

PART I

10.

11.

WS tIngshud Zhdngguo kdngzhi
rénkdude gdngzud zudde hén

chénggdng.

7Z8i chéngshili zhlde rén ydo
you yige héizi d&i zuddao

san_tonggud.

San tonggudde ylsi y& jiushi
shud d€i ySu sangg difang
tdéngyl zhéwéi flnl sheng
hédizi.

A: N8i sange ddnwéi ne?

B: Zhdwei finflde gdngzud dan-
wéi, t& zhlide difangde
jumin wéiyudnhul, hé
paichusud.

Zh6ngg30 zheggfu gégju sysnme
pizhiun fUnlimen shéng xido-
hédir?

G&gd chéngshl m&inién zhI kéyi
zeéngjisd yiding shimude héizi.

¢ - - . 4 - - -
Womgn shiqu jinniande chusheng

1l bu gao.
WS zhY néng fenpeigei nimen
zh&iylql babdige ming'é.

Zhongguo rénkdu tai dud,
zhéngfi tfching rénmin shi-

xing blyln.

Blylin gdngjl dou shi midnfeide.

W8 yYjing dédao pizhiin, kéyi
you yljian xIn féngzi.
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I hear that population control work
has been done very successfully in
China.

People who live in the city, if they
want to have a child, must have
'the three approvals'.

'The three approvals' means that a
woman must have the consent of
three places in order to have a
child.

Which three units?

The woman's work unit, the neighbor-
hood committee of the place she
lives, and the local police
station.

On what basis does the Chinese
government give official per-
mission for women to give birth?

The various cities can only increase
by a specific number of children
every year.

The birth rate in
this year isn't

our municipal area
very high.

I can only assign
hundred to your

a quota of eight
area.

The population of China is too large,
so the government encourages the
people to practice birth control.

All contraceptive devices are free.

I have already received permission
to get a new room.



NOTES ON PART I

Notes on No. 1

kdngzhi: 'to control; control'. This can also be translated as 'to
dominate; to command'.

Zh8ige fangjiande wéndl kdng- The temperature in this room isn't
zhude bl h8o, ylhuir 1léng, well regulated. It's cold one
yIhuir ré. minute and hot the next.

Shijian méi banfa kdngzhi, There is no way to control time; no
shéi y& banbudao. one can do it.

Téde bing yIjing kOngzhizhl His illness is under control now;
le, y&U jYtian yIhdu, ta maybe in another few days he will
hul h8oqilai. start to get better.

Y3u yixié rén kdngzhile zhéi- Some people have taken control of
jia feiji, bl ra@ng ta qIféi. this airplane and won't let it

take off.

chénggdng: 'to succeed; to be successful'.

Zh&ib&n shd chénggdng le. This book was a success.

Zh&ibén shi xi&de hén chénggdng. His book was written very successfully.

(i.e., His book came off very well.)

Zhéige tang chénggdng le, This soup is a success, everyone
dajia ddu a8i chi. loves it.

ZhY ydo nY nllll, nYde shiqing So long as you work hard at it, your
yiding néng chénggdng. effort is sure to succeed.

Notes on No. 2

zuddao: 'to achieve, to make (a goal)'. In Unit 2, Part II, you saw
tédndao 'to talk about, to speak of', with the ending -ddo meaning literally
'to, up to'. Here you see -ddc used as an ending after the verb zud 'to

make'. You may think of -ddo in zuddao as conveying the meaning of reaching
a goal.

Zhéijian shi, wd yIjing zuddéo I have already succeeded in doing
le. this.

NY shudguo, zubtian nY ydo qu, You said that you wanted to go
nY zudddo le ma? yesterday. Did you do so?
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san tonggud: 'the three approvals'. The 'three approvals' have been
in effect since 1973/74. At that time, the minimum marriage age was pushed
upward, but most recently it has been relaxed to ages twenty-five for males
and twenty-three for females. Most couples must still wait a number of
years before they can have a child. The santdnggud gulidlng for city
residents effectively means that, without these three approvals for a child,
a pregnancy must end in abortion or else the child will have to live without
food rations. (A government slogan is Yige zul h3o, liZngge gdule, "One is
best, two is enough.") Applications to have children are reviewed and per-
mission granted or denied by one's work unit, based on the total allowable
city quota. A third child is strongly discouraged and life would be very
difficult for it should it be born. Special gifts, privileges, and awards
are given to one-child families. In the countryside, one can find four to
six children in a household, but they of course could not easily move to the
city.

Notes on No. 3

y& jilshi shud: 'to mean; in other words, that is to say'.

Jihud shéngyl yé jiushi shud Planned parenthood means having
yao ydou jlhuade shéng xifo- children in a planned way.
héir.

'Hébl' y& jilshi shud 'wei- ' 'HEbY' means 'why must'.

shénme xGysdo!'.

T4 bl néng zdi shéng xifohiizi, She can't have children any more;

y& jiushi shul wOmen juéde that is to say, we feel that she
ta zhlbuhio le. cannot be cured.

Ta& bl g8i ni & didnhud hio- The fact that he doesn't telephone
xidng y& jilishi shud ta bl you would seem to imply that he
xThuan ni. doesn't like you.

Ddifu shud ta bl néng chi rdu, The doctor said that he couldn't eat
y& jilshi shud chl rdu dul meat, in other words, eating meat

tade shéntI bl hio. isn't good for his health.

When what follows is a more pointed explanation of what has just been said,
jilishi shud can be used in place of y& jilishi shud, e.g.

T4 bl kéyi shéng hidizi, jilshi She cannot have a child; that is to
shud ta hdi méiyou zuddao say, she has not yet gotten the
san tdonggud. three approvals.

téngyl: 'consent, agreement; to agree, to agree with (what someone says
or thinks)"'.

A: Tbngyl bu tbéngyl? Do you agree?
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B: W3 bl téngyl. I don't agree.
W3 bl téngyl nide hui. I don't agree with what you say.

Although in English we can say 'I agree with you', in Chinese it is wrong
to say either W3 gén ni téngyl or W3O tdngyl ni. Tdéngyl can be used in two
ways: without an object, or with an object 1like t& shudde 'what he said!',
tade hud 'what he said', t&de jlhua 'his plan', tide xijian 'his opinion!'.
If you want to say 'I don't agree with you', you can say W3 bl tdngyl, NY
shudde, w3 bl téngyl, W3 bl tdngyl nide hud, W3 bl tdngyl nide yijian, etc.

Notes on No. L

danwéi: '(work) unit'. This word is used in the PRC as a cover term
for any organization or department of an organization. It may, for instance,
refer to a factory, a school, a government organization, a store, or an army
unit.

NY z3i n@ige danwéi gdngzud? is a common way of asking where someone
works; compared with NI zai n8r gongzul?, the question NY zdi ndige danwéi
gongzud? sounds more official.

(%4
Women danwdi ySu hén dud nil There are a lot of women teachers in
l3oshi. our unit. (Here, danwdi refers to
a school.)

To specify that you are talking about a place of work, you can say
gongzud ddnwéi, as in the Reference List sentence.

jumin w&€iyudnhul: ‘'neighborhood committee'. The official duties of
a neighborhood committee are diverse, ranging from sanitation maintenance
to political study. Its actual role and duty remain ambiguous, as well as
its relationship with the government. Although the government pays a
committee's elected delegates, there is no official connection between the
two. The power of the committee in local affairs remains large.

pdichisud: 'local police station'. The local police station is the
lowest level of the Bureau of Public Security. In addition to taking care
of matters of a criminal nature, the paichlisud is familiar with the history
and political situation of every one of its residents. Along with the
gongzud danweéi and the jumin we€iyuinhul, it affects the daily life of each
citizen.

Notes on No. 5

eénju: ‘'according to, on the basis of; basis'.

NY génju shénme shud zhéige On what basis do you say this?
hua?
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NY shuode hud ydu méiyou Is there a basis for what you're

génju? saying?

pizhlin: 'to give official permission (to someone to do something)'.

Danwéi pIizhln ta jiéhin le. Her unit gave her permission to

marry.

Xuéxido pIizhln ta qU Shénghii His school gave him permission to go
le. to Shanghai.

WS mii zh&ige didnshl shi dédao I got permission to buy this
pizhiinde. television.

fﬁnﬁmen: 'women'. -=Men is a plural ending for nouns and pronouns.

You have seen it in the pronouns wOmen, z&nmen, nimen, and tamen. After a
noun, however, -men is never obligatory. It is usually used with nouns which
designate humans (although in literature you may sometimes see it used with
nouns referring to animals as well).

v
NiishImen, xi@nshengmen. Ladies and gentlemen.

Note that the group referred to by a noun phrase with -men must be of
unspecified number; it is wrong to say liZngge fliniimen or sénge jidoshdumen,
etc.

Notes on No. 6

gégd: 'each and every, all of the various'. The first gé& (a specifier
like zh&i-) literally means 'each...' or 'the various, the different...'.
The second ge is the counter ge, as in yIige rén 'one person'.

Jilyudli, gége xuéxido ddu In September all the schools open.
kai xué 1le.

M&iguode geégé zhdu dou ydu Each of the American states has its
z¥jIde zhéngfl. government.

zéngjid: 'to increase; to increase by (such-and-such an amount)'.

Jinniédn women xuéxidode xué- The students in our school increased
shéng zeéngjia le. this year.

Zhéige yIiyuinde bingrén bl néng The patients in this hospital cannot
zdi zéngjia le. increase any further.

7ndij¥tidn ni méng bu mlng, Have you been busy the past few days?
zdi g€i ni zéngjia yldilnr Would it be okay if I give you
gongzud, hi8o bu hio? some more work to do?
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Women danwéi ydu zéngjidle They added two more offices on to

li&ngge bangdngshi. our unit.
yiding: ‘'specific, certain, definite, set'. 1In addition to the meaning

of xiding which you already know, namely 'certainly, surely', it can also
mean 'set (by regulation, decision, or convention), fixed, particular,'
as in

Ta ban shiqing ySu yidlng banfa. He goes about doing things with a
definite method.

M&inian zdi yidingde rizi, ta Every year he goes back to see his
dou huiqu kan mama. mother on a set date.

Notes on No. T

shlqi: ‘'city proper, municipal area', the area within a chéngshl where
population and buildings are relatively concentrated. Shiqu is used when
you are emphasizing the city proper or contrasting it to the suburbs [jidogil.
It is an administratively more exact term than chéngshl. C[The Peking
municipal area, BEijing shlqli, is made up of eight urban districts, chéngqi.]

chiishenglii: 'birth rate'. Chusheng means 'to be born'. The chﬁshéngl&
is usually considered to be the number of births per one thousand population
in one year.

Notes on No. 8

fenpéi: 'distribute; allot; assignj; distribution'.

W3 tingshudo xidge yud jil kéyi I've heard that you'll be assigned
géi ni fenpei gdngzud. work next month.

WO xiwang néng zdo yldian I hope that housing can be assigned
fenpéiddo féngzi. soon,

Tingshud ta fenpei ddo DoOngbéi I've heard that he has been assigned
qu gongzud le. to go work in Manchuria.

ming'é: 'the number of people assigned or allowed; quota of people'.
Ming'é does not exactly correspond to 'quota'. 'Quota' is a fixed number of
places which must be filled. Ming'é is (1) a fixed number of places which
must not be exceeded, or (2) one such place. Babiige ming'é is literally
'800 name given-numbers', i.e. 'a quota of 800 names.'

Note on No. 9

biylin: Literally, 'avoid-pregnancy', i.e. 'contraception'. Shixing
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biylin 'to carry out (the government policy of encouraging) contraception,
to practice birth control'.

Note on No. 10

miZnféide: Literally 'exempt from charge', i.e. '"free (of charge)'.

Zhd&ige zhinlin kéyi miinfeéi You can visit this exhibit for free.
canguan.

Sanyué& Bahdo, finfi hé haizi On March 8th, women and children can
ddo gdngyudn qu ddu shi go to parks free of charge.
midnfeide.

LiixIng bl pidnyi 2! Feijipido Travelling is not cheap. Plane
k& bl shi midnféide. tickets are certainly not free!

Notes on No. 11

dédao: 'to receive, to get'.
Ta dédao hlizhdo yThdou m&shidng He left immediately after getting his
jil zdu le. passport.
T4 dédao pizhiin kéyi lilzai He has gotten permission to stay in
BE€ijing egongzud. Peking to work.
vIjian xIn fingzi: 'a new room'. Notice that although you have seen
fangzi meaning 'house', it is being used here in the wider sense of 'a place
to live'. In this phrase it is preceded by the counter for rooms of a house,

jign. Thus the whole phrase means 'a new room', not 'a new house'.

Living quarters in Peking and many other Chinese cities are very scarce.
(Housing in Shanghai is more critical than Peking.) When a newly married
couple applies for housing, they will be assigned a room that does not exceed
8-10 square meters. Rarely do living quarters have private baths, toilets,
or kitchens. Later, when children come along, they will continue to live in
the same size room.

50



Peking:

A Canadian tourist talks with her guide:

Az

WS zAi Jianadddde shihou jil
tIngshud Zhongguo kongzhi
rénkdude gongzud zudde hén
chénggong. NI kéyi bu kéyi géi
wo jidngyijiing?

Hio. W3 xian shudshuo zdi
chéngshili shi zénme zudde.
781 chéngshlli rfiguo ydu rén

g g Y
- Al rd P » L -
yao ydu yige hadizi, déi zuddao
san tonggud.

Shénme shi san tonggud?

Jilishi d8i ydu nI gdngzud
danwéi, nY zhlde difangde jumin
- . s -~ P - . - -
weéiyuinhul, hé pdichusudde
téngyl.

Zh&i singe danwei génju
shénme pizhiin funilimen shéng
xifoh4ir?

G8g® chéngshl m&inién ySu
yidingde chiishénglii, y& jiushi
shud m&inién zhY kéyi zengjia
yiding shlimude h&izi. Zhéixieé
ming'é jil &n rénkdu fénpéigei
gégd shlql. G&geé shiql zai
fénpéigei ydo shéng hadizide nl-
téngzhl, sudyi flinu ddu shi
dédao pIzhlin yThdu céai
huiiylnde.

7Z3i ndngclin, rénmen y&
shixing blyln ma?

Y& shfxing biyln, k&shi bl
xidng chéngshlli zudde name

chénggdng.

Blylin gdngjl gul bu gui?

Zhé&ngfi tiching rénmin shixing

biylin, sudyi blyln ydo hé
blylin gdngjli ddu shi midnfeéide.

When I was in Canada I heard that
population control work is being
done very successfully in China.
Could you tell me about it?

Okay. PFirst I'll talk about how
it's being done in the cities. 1In
the city if there's someone who wants
to have a child, they have to get
the 'three approvals'.

What are the 'three approvals'?

It means that you must have the
consent of your work unit, the neigh-
borhood committee of the place you
live, and the local police station.

On what basis do these three units
give official permission to women to
have children?

Each year the various cities have
specific birth rates; that is to say,
each year they can only increase by
a specific number of children. These
quotas are distributed among the
various cities according to population.
The various cities then distribute
them to women comrades who want to
have children. So women don't get
pregnant until they receive official
permission.

Do the people in the country also
practice birth control?

They practice birth control too,
but it isn't as successful as in the
city.

Are contraceptive devices expensive?

The government encourages people to
practice birth control, so all
contraceptive medicines and devices
are free.
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PART II

12. Zai Zhongguo, ydu gongzudde
find shéng héizi ydu chinjii,
héi ySu gongzl.

13. Hén dud Zhdngguo finii ydng
gézhdng biyln gdngjl shixing
jlhud sheéngyl.

14,

Zhdngguo rén zud juéyu shSushi-
de dud bu duo?

15. Blyln shibdide rén kéyi déc
yiyuin qu zud réngdng lif-
chén, hidi kéyi ydu lidngge
xInggide jia.

16.

73i sh@oshi minzfi diqi rénkdu
bYjifo shdo.

Zhdongguo rén xiangxin hdngténg
dul chanfl shi yizhdng hén

h8ode yIingy&ngpin.

17.

18. Ta hé biérén bU tdng, td shi

w3 zul ginjinde péngyou.
19. Sh3uxian ydo ql g&i Mama mii
xignhua, rénhdu hdi ydo géi
ni bd winju xitlihdo.
20. Téndao Zhdngguode ndngcln,
gédlde gingkudng dou bl tdng.

NOTES ON PART 1T

Notes on No, 12

ch8njid: ‘'maternity leave'.

In China working women get maternity
leave when they have a child and
they still receive their pay.

Many Chinese women use various kinds
of contraceptive devices to carry
out family planning.

Are there many Chinese people who
have contraceptive surgery
performed on them?

A person who fails at birth control
can go to the hospital to have
an abortion performed, and they
can also have two weeks of leave.

The population is relatively small
in the national minority areas.

Chinese believe that brown sugar is
a very nutritional food for women
who have given birth within the
last month.

She's different from other people,
she's my closest friend.

First I have to go buy fresh flowers
for your mother, and then I have
to fix your toy for you too.

As for the rural areas of China, the
situation is different in various
places.

The syllable chin, literally ‘'to give
birth to! is used in compounds meaning ‘maternity, delivery, birth'.

It can

also be used outside the context of human reproduction in compounds meaning
'to produce, production', as in chi&npin 'product'.]
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gongzl: ‘'wages, pay', literally 'labor-capital'.

...y0u ch&njid, h&i ySu gdngzi: For a normal birth, a woman is given
fifty-six days of paid leave; for a difficult birth, seventy days; and for
twins, ninety days after the birth. After this period, one hour per day is
allowed off in order to nurse the baby.

Notes on No. 13

gézhdng: 'various kinds, every kind'. G€ 'each' is a specifier like
zhéi- 'this' or néi- 'that'. As a specifier, it can be followed by counters.
Here you see ge- used with the counter -zhdng 'types, kinds, sort, species'.
Here are some other ways gé- is used:

o
Ta néng dio gégud qu llixing It's great that he can go to all
zheén bll cud. sorts of countries.
Xuéshengmen yInggdi ySu gérén- Students should each have their own
de xuéxi jlhua. plan of study.
Mingtiande didnyYngr pido gége Each and every unit has movie tickets
danwéi ddu ydu. for tomorrow.

Sometimes ge-~ is followed directly by the noun.

Jintian xidwu g€ danweéi ddou This afternoon every unit is having
kai hul. a meeting.

biyin gdngju: 'contraceptive devices'. This does not refer to birth
control pills. [BlylinpIn 'birth control products' includes both blyinydo
'birth control pills' and blylin gongju.l

jthud shéngyl: 'family planning, planned parenthood'. JIhud means
'plan; to plan'. Shéngyl literally means 'to give birth to and raise'.

Notes on No. 1k

juéyl: 'sterilization,' or 'to sterilize, to be sterilized,' applies
to operations for men and women. Sterilization for women is still much
more common than for men; and more prevalent in the cities than in the
countryside.

Ta juéding juéyu. He has decided on sterilization.
Juéyl shi jigjué Zhongguo Sterilization is one good way to
rénkdu weéntide yige hio banfa. solve China's population problem.

sh8ushi: ‘'surgery'.
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Ddifu g8i ta zudde shSushi hén The surgery the doctor performed on
chénggdng. him was very successful.

Notes on No. 15

shibvdi: 'to fail'.
Ta zud miimai shibdi le. He failed in business.
NY génju shénme shud ta shibii On what basis do you say that he
le? failed?
réngong lifich8n: ‘'abortion', more literally, 'artificial miscarriage'.
d8io yIyudn qu zud réngdng lifichin: 'go to the hospital to have an
abortion performed'. 2Zud réngdng lifich8n here means 'to have an abortion
done', not of course 'to do an abortion'. Compare the following two sentences:
YIshéng g€i ta zudle réngdng The doctor performed an abortion on
lidchan. her.
T4 zudle réngdng lifichin. She had an abortion.

In the first sentence, the subject of the sentence (yIshéng) performed the
abortion. In the second sentence, the subject of the sentence (td) had the
abortion performed. In some cases, a verb-object in Chinese can mean either

'to do something' or 'to have something done'. Here are some more examples:
Zh&nme hiode yifu, shéi g&i n¥ Who made such nice clothes for you?
zudde?
7Zadi M&iguo zud yIfu hén gul. It's really expensive to have clothes

made in America.

jid: 'leave, vacation'. You have seen this as part of the word
chinjid 'maternity leave'. Here you see it used by itself.

Notes on No. 16

shioshli minz{i: 'minority natiionalities', often translated as 'national
minorities'. Besides the Han people, China has over fifty national minorities
which are spead out over fifty to sixty percent of the land area and make up
six percent of the total population of the country. The largest minorities
are the Mongols (mostly in the N&éi M&nggl Zizhigl, 'Inner Mongolian Autonomous
Region'), the Hui (Chinese Muslims), Tibetans, Uighurs (in the XInjidng Wéiwl-

-

&r Zizhlql, 'Xinxiang Uighur Autonomous Region'), and the Miao (found in
several southern provinces).
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Sh8oshi minzlide yIfu ddu hén The clothing of the national minorities

hdo kan. is very beautiful.
Zhdngguo you wishijige shioshl- China has fifty-odd minority
minzd. nationalities.

Notes on No. 17

xiangxIn: ‘'to believe (that), to trust (someone), to believe in, to
have faith in'.

WS xidngxin, wlmen liZnggud I believe that the friendship between
rénminde yduyl yiding hul the people of our two countries
bldudn fazhan. will constantly grow.

Compare xiangxlin to the verb xin, which you learned in the last unit.
For the second example you need to know ydu is a verb meaning 'it's up
to...'.

Bié xIn t&dde hud. Don't believe what he says.
XIn bu xIn ydu nI. Believe it or not, as you like.

héngténg: 'brown sugar', literally 'red sugar'. The Chinese often use
brown sugar in cooking and for medicinal purposes. For example, a common
remedy for colds is a hot drink made by boiling ginger root and brown sugar
in water [ji&ngtangl, or simply brown sugar water [tangshull.

chinfl: 'a woman who has given birth within the last month'. CContrast
this word with yUnfd 'a pregnant woman'.]l The birth of a child is cele-
brated on the successful completion of the first month of life.

yingy8ngpin: 'a nutritional food item'. Yingydng means 'nutrition',
for example:

Dujiang h&n ydu yingyang. Soy bean milk is very nitritious.

~PIn is a syllable used in many words to mean 'item, article, product',
[for example jInidnpIn 'souvenir', ydngpin 'item of use', ch@npIn 'produce',
gongyépIn 'industrial product'l.

As the Reference List sentence shows, the mother's health continues to
be an important consideration even after the child is born. Both mother's
and baby's health are carefully attended to after birth, while Western
medicine emphasizes the mother's health only as long as she is carrying the
child.

Notes on No, 18

bl _tdng: 'to be not the same, to be different'. This is often used in
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the pattern ...hé ... bl tdng, '... is different from ..."'.

Hlizhio hé iﬁxingzhéng wanquén A passport and a travel permit are
bl téng, nI bl ydo ndngecud completely different. Don't mistake
le. them.

Zhé&ige gongching jInniédn hé The situation in the factory this
qiinidnde gqingkudng hén bl year is very different from last
téng. year.

Bl téng can also be used as a noun as in

Tade danweéi hé nIde ydu hén There is a big difference between
dide bl tdng. his work unit and yours.

You should be aware that téng 'same', cannot be used as the main verbd
of a sentence to mean 'to be the same'. To say, 'These two things are the
same', you must say ZhéiliZngge ddngxi shi yiyangde.

ginjin: 'to be close (to), to be on intimate terms (with)'.
7Zh&iliingge rén h&n qinjin. These two are on intimate terms.

Dajia ddou yuldnyi qinjin ta. Everyone wants to be friends with him.

Notes on No. 19

shSuxidn: 'first (of all), in the first place, first; first, before
anyone/anything else'.

Jintian dajia kai hul shluxian The first thing we want to do at
shi ydo ji&jué women ching today's meeting is to solve our
shéngchinshdngde wénti. factory's problems in production.

7ai fandidnli shluxian y&o A hotel must first of all pay attention
zhlyi ji€juéhdo keérenmende to solving the dining and rest
ch f&8n hé xitxi weénti. problems of the guests.

Zuljin wdiguo péngyou hén dud. Recently there have been many foreign
Women shSuxian ydo ji&jué friends. We must first of all
zhilde wénti. solve the lodging problems.

xidnhua: 'fresh flowers', as opposed to dried or artificial flowers,
which the Chinese are also fond of.

wainji: ‘'(children's) toy'.

Mingtian érzi gud shengrl, géi Tomorrow is our boy's birthday,
ta mii ge wanju. let's buy him a toy.
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Note on No. 20

-~

gedi: 'each place; various places'. Here you see the specifier -gé
'each' used in another compound. Here are some more examples:

WS hén xifng ddo M&iguo gedl I'd very much like to go visit lots
qi kdnyikén, M&iguo shi ge of places in America. America is
w&iddde gubjia. a great country.

7z4i Zhongguo gédl canguan ydu- I've visited and sightseen lots of
l&nle sdnge xIngql, w3 gai places in China for three weeks,
huf gud le. it's time to go back home.
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Peking:

A Canadian student in Peking interviews a population control worker:

A

WS z38i Jiandddde shihou Jil
tIngshud Zhdngguo kongzhi rén-
kSude gdngzud zudde h&n chéng-
gong. NY néng bu néng géi wo
jifngyijifng nimen shi zénme
zudde?

Sh8uxian, zhéngfli tichang
winhiin. frqi&€, ylbande shud,
z8i chéngli jiéle hiinde rén
1liZngnién yYhou cidi ydo haizi.
Tamen ydo xifohdir yiqién yIng-
gai zuddao san tdnggud.

'San tonggud' shi shénme
yisi ne?

'San tonggud' y& jiushi shud
yinggai dédao nY gdngzud dan-
weéi, nI zhide difangde jumin
wéiyudnhul hé paichlisud zhéi-
sange difangde tdngyl.

G& danwéi génju shénme bido-
zhlin pizhlin flUnlimen sheng
xifohédir ne?

G& chéngshl ddu ydSu yidingde
rénkdu chiishénglii, méinién
méige chéngshl zhl kéyi zéngjia
yiding shliimude hdizi. Zhéixie
ming'é jil fénpéigei gdge
shiqude xi&ng shéng héizide
nutdéngzhl. Finil dou shi dédao
pizhlin yThdu c&i hufiylnde.

Bl xiZng ydoc hiizide kéyi
shixing blydn; bilylin gongju hé
blylin yAo dou shi mianfeide.

Riguo biylin shibdile zénme
ban?

Kéyi ddo yiyudn zud réngdng
lifich&n, shdushi bibl z1jI géi
gifn, h&i yBu liangge xIngqide

When I was in Canada I heard that
population control work is being done
very successfully in China. Could
you explain to me what you do?

First, the government promotes late
marriage. Furthermore, generally
speaking, in the city, married people
don't have children until after two
years. Before they have a child they
should have the 'three approvals'.

What does the 'three approvals'
mean?

The 'three approvals' means that
you should have the consent of your
work unit, the neighborhood committee
of the place you live, and the local
police station.

According to what criteria do the
various units give official permission
to women to have children?

All the various cities have set
population birth rates, and each year
they can only increase by a certain
number of children. These quotas are
apportioned among women comrades in
all the various cities who want to
have children. Women do not become
pregnant until they receive official
permission.

Those who do not want to have
children can practice birth control;
all contraceptive medicines and
contraceptive devices are free.

What is done if birth control
fails?

One can go to the hospital to have
an abortion. A person doesn't have
to pay for the operation herself, and

58



jia, you ydu gongzi.

WG hioxidng tIngshud Zhongguo
flinli shéng h&izide shihou ySu
wishililitiande ch&njia, érqié
kéyi dud m8i yixi€ yingyangpin,
shl bu shi?

Dul le, chinjid ydu gdngzl.
Chanfl hii k&yi mii yllidngjin
héngténg, dud m&i yilid&ngjin
jid&n. Zhdongguo rén dou xidng-
xIn héngténg dul chanfi hén
hio.

Rénmen shéng héizide shihou,
qIngi péngyou sdng bu song
17wi?

Qingi hé& qinjinde péngyou

o . . - -~ - .- P
haishi hul song ylxie xiao
1¥wl, xidng xiBoh&Aizide yifu la,
xifo tinzi la, xifo madozi la,

vl « SN - ~ ”
wanju shenmede. Yé yoOu reén
hul sdng yixié shuiIgud hudzhé
xianhua.

Yige jiating kéyi you jige
xiBohair?

731 chéngshlli ni&ngIng fafl
zul dud yd3o liZngge hiizi.

Néngetnde gqingkudng z&nmeyang?

G&dl ndngeiinde gingkudng bu
téng. Rénkdu dudde difang
zhdngfl tiching jlhud shéngyu.
Néngecltinlide rén y& ydng ge-
zhong blyln gongju. BU shio
rén ySule liBngge hdizi yIhdu
§ill zud juéyl shOushi, nénde
zud, nude zud, ddu kéyi.
Néngmin juéde zud juéyl
shdushll bY ydng blylin gdngjl
fangbiande dud.

there is two weeks' leave with pay.

It seems to me I've heard that when
Chinese women have children they get
56 days' maternity leave, and they
can also buy extra nutritional food
items. Is that so?

That's right. The maternity leave
is paid. In the month after
delivery, a woman can also buy one
or two catties of brown sugar, and
one or two extra catties of eggs.
Chinese believe that brown sugar is
very good for women during the month
after delivery.

When someone has a baby, do
relatives and friends give presents?

Relatives and close friends will
still give a few small gifts, like
clothes for the baby, little blankets,
little hats, toys, and so forth.

There are also people who will give
a little fruit or fresh flowers.

How many children can one family
have?

In the city young couples have two
children at the most.

What's the situation like in the
rural areas?

The situation in rural areas 1is
different in different places. Where
there's a large population the
government promotes family planning.
People in the rural areas also use
all the various kinds of contraceptive
devices. Quite a few people undergo
contraceptive surgery after they've
had two children. ZEither men or
women may have this done. The
peasants feel that having contraceptive
surgery performed is much more
convenient than using contraceptive
devices.
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K&shi z&i sh@oshi minzl diqi,
yinwei rénkdu shio, zhéngfl bl
tichéng jlhud sheéngyu, sudyi
ylbande jidting kéyi duo ydu
jige xidohiir.

NOTE ON THE DIALOGUE

But in the areas populated by
minority nationalities, because the
population is smaller, the government
doesn't advocate family planning, so
the average family can have a few
more children.

Rénmen shéng hadizide shihou, gingi péngyou sdng bu song 1iwi?: As

stated in the dailogue, friends and relatives in the PRC give useful items
for the baby, like clothes, hats, cups, or perhaps a chicken for the mother.

These are presented casually.
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chanfi

chanjia
chénggong,
chishéngll

danwei
-dio

dédao

fénpei

génji (génju)
g&zhdng
gongzl

héngténg

jia

Jiating

jlhua shéngyl
Juéyl

jumin weiyuénhul

kdngzhi
-men

. o - .
mianfei
rd 'I
ming'ée

rd V' d
ngngmin

nu
paichisud(r)
pizhin

gingkuing
qinjin

Vocabulary
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contraception
to be different

a woman who has given birth within
the last month

maternity leave

to succeed, to be successful

birth rate

unit

(indicates successful accomplishment
of something)

to receive, to get

to assign, to apportion, to allot

the various places, each place
various

according to, based on

various kinds, types

wages, pay

brown sugar

vacation, leave

family

planned parenthood, family planning
sterilization

neighborhood committee

to control

plural suffix

to be free of charge

the number of people assigned or
allowed, quota (of people)

peasant
female

the local police station
to give official permission

situation
to be close (to a person)



réngdng lilchan

san tonggud
b d -~ », ~
shaoshu minzu

sheéngyl
shibai

o -
shiqu
shSushill
shduxian

-
shumu

tOnggud
téngyl

” Y
wanju

xiangxin
xianhua
. ”
xiaohair

y€ Jil shi shuo
ylban

yibande shud
yiding
yingydngpin

zeéngjia
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abortion

"the three approvals"

minority nationality, national
minority

to give birth to and raise

to fail

urban area or district

operation, surgery

first

number

to pass, to approve
to consent, to agree

toy

to believe
fresh flowers
child, children

to mean; in other words
ordinary, general, common
generally speaking

to be specific

food items of special nutritional

value

to increase



